Community Presbyterian Church
1100 College Avenue

September 2021
Session is excited
to report they have hired
Rev. John Owen as our
interim pastor. He will
working part-time (about
25 hours per week) and
be with us about a year.
Pastor John lives in
Spokane. He will be
here a couple of days per week plus Sundays.
Pastor John was a helicopter pilot with the
US Coast Guard for 10 years. Following that, he
went to seminary. After seminary, he joined the
US Navy and served as a chaplain for 17 years.
During part of that service, he was on the Mercy
ship off SE Asia helping to giving aid after a
tsunami hit the coast. John left his military
service six years ago and worked with veterans in
an equine therapy group.
Pastor John’s wife Shelley’s parents are
the retired Presbyterian minister Ron Frase and
his wife Marianne. Some of you who attended
Presbytery several years ago may remember him.
They still live in Spokane.
Session feels they made the right choice
and fit for the congregation. They are looking
forward to spending time with and getting to know
Pastor John.
Pastor John will begin work September 1
and hopefully available for some of the committee
meetings that day. Sunday, September 5 will be
his first day in the pulpit. Let’s turn out and give
him a warm welcome.
~~~~~~~

September
Babies
Jaxson(Barbour) Moore
Dee Johnston
Kathy Martin
Clark Carpenter
Bobbie Smith

9/08
9/14
9/14
9/24
9/28

~~~~~~~

September Musings
by Sandy

I grew up in a fishing
family. The males in our
family went for the big fish.
Mom and I went for the
eating fish. We all did well
in our categories. The following spoke to me
and I want to share it with you.
This is from a novella by Susan May Warren, a
Christian novelist.
The campfire sent fireworks into the night,
The night sounds filled the shocked silence a
moment before Reverend Draper cleared his
throat. He had a voice to match his face ----gentle, wise and slightly roughened around the
edges.
“The great fisherman said, ‘The Kingdom
of Heaven is like a fishing net that was thrown
into the water and caught fish of every kind.
When the net was full, they dragged it up onto
the shore, sat down, and sorted the good fish

into crates, but threw the bad ones away.’” He
chuckled. “I’ve seen your catch. And I know that
you kept everything you hauled up, hoping to
make your limits. Tomorrow at the weigh-in,
you’ll find out the results. But you’ve already
done your job to the best of your ability.”
He closed his
Bible. “I’ve enjoyed
watching you this week.”
He pointed to Ross.
“This guy fished for
anything he could
attract with this bait.
But the angling queen
here ----” he grinned at Abby, whose eyes
widened — “she was deliberate about her
technique, casting for northern and muskie.” He
winked at her. “Nice catch by the way.”
Ross warmed at her grin. “The point is,
they both caught fish. Using different bait,
different methods. Neither was better.” He
opened his Bible and read a verse Ross knew
well. ‘Come, follow me, and I will show you how to
fish for people!’
“Jesus doesn’t ask us to fish only with
crank bait or live minnows. He tells us to fish. In
every account of fishing in the New Testament,
when Jesus tells them to cast their net, they haul
up a mother lode. Our job isn’t to narrow down
the bait; it is to be obedient with the fishing.
“God wants to use all of you, with your
different techniques, and passions, to fish for the
Kingdom. He’ll sort out the fish. He wants you to
be obedient in the casting of your nets.
“I’m encouraged by the example of Peter
and Andrew, the first fishermen. Andrew was
quiet. He didn’t have his brother’s passion. But
he didn’t need it. Once he introduced Peter to
Jesus, the spark ignited.”
He smiled, and Ross saw the truth in his
eyes.
“Use your gifts ---- cast your net. Then
trust Jesus to make you fishers of men.”
Let’s all throw our nets, our crank baits, or
our worm-filled hooks and be the fishers of
people!
~~~~~~~

“ C r a f t y
Card-making
Class” will start up
again this year!
Third Monday of
each month at
9:00 am to 11:00
am.
Instructor
Boni Scheuller.
Please let Boni or
Penny know if you plan to attend so supplies will
be available. $5.00 per class.
~~~~~~~

SPAN Benewah County
2nd Annual
Suicide Awareness &
Prevention Walk
Saturday,
September 11th
Join us on Saturday,
September 11th, for the
2nd annual Be The Light
walk, run, or jog, through
downtown St. Maries in
remembrance of those
lost to the completion of
suicide; and in an effort
to raise awareness of
this tragic event claiming the lives of loved ones.
The "Be The Light" walk begins at the Cormana
Building where the Soccer Field will mark the
start/finish line of our 3K walk. Walkers will walk
around the baseball fields, up 15th Avenue,
along College Ave. The turnaround point will be
at the Loggers Memorial where the walk will turn
around and come down through town on Main
Street, returning back at the Cormana Building.
The "Be The Light" trail will clearly be marked so
you won't get lost!
On-site registration and check-in opens at 8:30
AM. The guest speaker will start around 10am
with the walk starting shortly after.

Registrations that include the purchase of a 2021
Be The Light t-shirt
or sweatshirt must
be processed by
August 31, 2021 but
if you register after
August 31st and you
realize you really
need a 2021 Be The Light t-shirt or sweatshirt,
there will be order forms available the day of the
event!

a clear conscience. And let them first be tested;
then if they prove themselves blameless, let
them serve as deacons. Women (or Their
wives, or Women deacons) likewise must be
serious, not slanderers, but temperate, faithful in
all things. Let deacons be married only once and
let them manage their children and their
households well; for those who serve well as
deacons gain a good standing for themselves
and great boldness in the faith that is in Christ
Jesus.

Online Registration closes on Friday, September
3rd at 5pm.

In the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Book
of Order they define “The Ministry and Gifts of
Deacons” as follows: The office of deacons as
set forth in Scripture is one of compassion,
witness, and service after
the example of Jesus
Christ.
Persons of spiritual
character, honest repute, of
exemplary lives, brotherly
and sisterly love, sincere
compassion, and sound
judgment should be chosen
for this office.
The “Responsibilities” are: It is the duty of
deacons, first of all, to minister to those who are
in need, to the sick, to the friendless, and to any
who may be in distress both within and beyond
the community of faith. They shall assume such
other duties as may be delegated to them from
time to time by the session, such as leading the
people in worship through prayers of
intercession, reading the Scriptures, presenting
the gifts of the people, and assisting with the
Lord’s Supper. The “Organization of Deacons”:
The deacons of a particular church shall be
organized in one or both of the following ways —
As a Board or Individually Commissioned.

**Suicide survivor resource information and crisis
intervention information will be available.
All proceeds benefit Benewah County Suicide
Prevention Action Network, Idaho.
~~~~~~~

It’s right around
the corner!
Looking for crafts
made by our members
for the Christmas
Nook. Questions?
Contact Pam
Crocheted, knitted,
sewn, hot glued.
~~~~~~~

WHO ARE
THE
DEACONS?
In Philippians 1:1 Paul and Timothy make
reference to bishops and deacons (overseers and
helpers). The footnote says that the precise
meaning of “bishops and deacons” cannot be
determined, except that they are leaders of the
Philippian church. In 1Timothy 3:8-13 it lists the
Qualifications of Deacons: Deacons likewise
must be serious, not double-tongued, not
indulging in much wine, not greedy for money:
they must hold fast to the mystery of the faith with

The
Community
Presbyterian
Church/St.Maries has their deacons organized
as a Board. Organized as a board, the pastor,
co-pastors, and associate pastors shall be
advisory members. The board of deacons shall
elect a moderator and a secretary from among
its members. The secretary shall keep a record
of the board’s proceedings. As the whole church
is under the jurisdiction of the session, the board
of deacons shall be under its supervision and
authority.

Our church elects its deacons for 3 year
terms on a 3 year rotation. Our by-laws say the
board of deacons
shall consist of 6-9
members. Currently
the Board of
Deacons
has
functioned with 9
members,
but
recently 2 members
have moved, so we
are down to 7 members. Each member serves
on 2-4 of its 12 committees plus shepherds a
flock of 7 to 10 persons/families that are
members or attend our church.
A list of Deacon Responsibilities and our
12 committees are as follows:
The Moderator
The moderator is responsible for leading the
meetings. Responsibilities include:
i
Opening the meeting in prayer
i
Giving the financial report
i
Calling for the reports of the Secretary and
other committees
i
Discussing any old and new business
i
Closing the meeting with prayer
The Moderator may also be requested to
call an emergency meeting or conduct a vote over
the phone or other electronic means. The
Moderator shall oversee the writing of a report of
the Deacons’ activities and present to the
Congregational Annual Meeting.
Secretary
This Deacon keeps the minutes of each
meeting and gives a copy to the Clerk of the
Session.
Bulletin
This Deacon coordinates a team of people
(bulletin “angels”} who copy, fold and arrange the
bulletin for Sunday worship.

Shepherding
This
Deacon
is
responsible for assigning the
flock lists to each Deacon and
following up with reminders.

Coffee Hour
This
Deacon
is
responsible for the Coffee Hour
sign up sheets and enlisting
members of the Congregation to
serve coffee and snacks after
the worship service.
Communion
This committee is responsible for the
preparation and clean up of communion. This
involves setting the sanctuary with bread, cloth
lined baskets, juice filled cups, the chalice and
juice in the wooden pitcher. Other set up is at
the pastor’s direction. Clean up involves picking
up the communion cups from the pews, washing
the trays, chalice, wooden pitcher and resetting
the table.
Funeral Dinners
This committee is responsible for
arranging for after funeral/memorial service
receptions. This involves arranging people to
bring food, setting tables and chairs in place,
serving the food and cleaning up after the
reception. One Deacon serves as the contact
person with the family and pastor.
Home Communion
This committee prepares the elements for
communion at Valley Vista
and at home for those who
cannot be at church, This
committee goes with the
pastor to administer the
Sacrament once a month.
Kitchen
This committee is responsible for
checking all the kitchen supplies, checking
refrigerator and freezer for out of date/spoiled
food and keeping the kitchen clean. One person
on the committee is designated as kitchen buyer
to purchase needed supplies. This committee
organizes a cleaning day with the available
Deacons to be held once or twice a year.
Meals Coordinator
This Deacon coordinates a team of
people who prepare and deliver meals to

parishioners and friends recovering at home from
surgery, accidents, etc.
Nominating
This Deacon represents the Deacons on
the congregational Nominating Committee.
Potlucks
This committee
is responsible for
arranging tables,
chairs, setting tables,
making coffee and
cleaning up after the
potluck.
This
committee involves all
Deacons (as available) in both set up and take
down of the potlucks.

Prayer
This committee calls,
emails and/or texts the prayer
warriors with prayer concerns.
They maintain the lists of prayer
warriors.

Funeral Greeter
This Deacon serves as a greeter before a
funeral/memorial service.
This Deacon is
stationed by the front door to welcome, direct and
help attendees as needed.

Here’s kudos to our deacons
Make sure to thank them.
Pam Anderson
Gail Barbour
Lexie Barbour
Kay Cowin
Gwen Edwards
Marge Gannon
Kathy Martin

Coffee Time and the St. Maries Library
Adults are invited to join
Ms. Beverly and Ms.
Pinky for crafts, games,
conversations and, of
course, coffee (or tea)
every 1st and 3rd Monday from September to
May, 10 - 11 a.m. Please note the first coffee
time in September will be September 20th
because of Labor Day.
Sorry, but no children are allowed.
~~~~~~~
A minister decided to do
something a little different
one Sunday morning. He
said, "Today, in church, I'm
going to say a single word
and you are going to help
me preach. Whatever word
I say, I want you to sing
whatever hymn comes to
your mind."
The pastor shouted out
"Cross." Immediately the
congregation started singing in unison “The Old
Rugged Cross.”
The pastor hollered out "Grace." The
congregation began to sing “Amazing Grace.”
The pastor said "Power." The congregation
sang “There Is Power in the Blood.”
The pastor said “Sex.” The congregation fell
in total silence. Everyone was in shock. They all
nervously began to look around at each other,
afraid to say anything. Then all of a sudden, way
in the back of the church, a little 87 year old
grandmother stood up and began to sing
“Precious Memories.”
~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~
I have swept away your offenses like a cloud.
your sins like the morning mist.
Return to me,
for I have redeemed you. Isaiah 44:22

Church History - Part 2
In the early 20th century the Presbyterian vision for
church and ministry was crystalized in the Six Great
Ends of the Church: the proclamation of the gospel
for the salvation of humankind; the shelter, nurture,

and spiritual fellowship of the children of God; the
maintenance of divine worship; the preservation of the
truth; the promotion of social righteousness; and the
exhibition of the Kingdom of Heaven to the world.
Presbyterian denominations
in the United States have
split and parts have reunited
several times starting in the
18th century. Currently the
largest Presbyterian
denomination is the
Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.), which has its
national offices in Louisville,
Ky. It was formed in 1983 as a result of reunion
between the Presbyterian Church in the U.S. (PCUS),
the so-called “southern branch,” and the United
Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. (UPCUSA), the
so-called “northern branch.” This reunion has been a
bright spot of reconciliation and unity in the history of
American Presbyterianism. Other Presbyterian
churches in the United States include the Presbyterian
Church in America, the Cumberland Presbyterian
Church, the Evangelical Presbyterian Church, ECO (A
Covenant Order of Presbyterians), and the Associate
Reformed Presbyterian Church.
~~~~~~~
Sometimes, Lord,
we need reminding
as we stand politely
singing hymns and
reciting liturgy
that your servant David
when so moved
raised his voice,
lifted his hands
and danced before You,
worshiped with
body,
soul
and spirit.
Free us, Lord,
just a little,
to express more openly
the praise that is in our hearts.
— John Birch

~~~~~~~
Meditations before Kiddish**
When I die give what’s left of me away
to children and old men that wait to die.
And if you need to cry, cry for your brother
walking the street beside you.
And when you need me, put your arms
around anyone and give them what you need to give
to me.
I want to leave you something,
something better than words or sounds.
Look for me in the people I’ve known or loved,
and if you cannot give me away,
at least let me live on in your eyes and not in your
mind.
You can love me most by letting hands touch hands,
and by letting go of children that need to be free.
Love doesn’t die, people do.
So, when all that’s left of me is love,
give me away.
**Kiddish: (kä d0sh) n. Judaism
A prayer recited in the daily synagogue services and
by mourners after the death of a close relative.
~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~

Weeping may endure for a night
But joy cometh in the morning.
---- Psalm 30:5

September 6th

