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Pastor’s Corner
Dear All,
First off...I miss you! I miss seeing you!
I miss our hand shakes and hugs! I miss our time
together in worship, coffee hour and meetings.
Looking back over the last month or 6 weeks, nothing
has been normal. And yet, we’ve all learned how to
cope with quarantine, “stay at home” orders, social
distancing and worshiping God together yet virtual.
I’ve have been so impressed with your willingness to
try new technology!
We will continue to worship virtually. Our current
building/worship plan continues. The building remains
closed for group meetings, worship remains on line
and basic work (picking up mail, watering plans,
paying bills, overseeing finances) continues. We are
developing a plan as to how and when we will hold
in-person worship. Session will meet on May 20 to
discuss and schedule our Reunion Sunday. Even as
we look to that Sunday, Session is well aware that
some folks will choose to avoid gathering for worship.
So worship will continue to be live streamed through
zoom and facebook.
We will hold communion on Sunday May 3, 10 and
17. Worship zoom link will be sent out but it’s the
same every week. Coffee Hour will continue every
Wednesday. Again the zoom link is the same every
week.
As much as I miss you all, I am so grateful. Thank
you for your financial gifts. Thank you for the love you
have for each other. Thank you for continuing to
faithfully follow Christ. We are all in this together and
with Jesus we’ll get through it!
God bless you
Janet

A Pentecost Prayer
Lord God, through Christ you have given
us peace that the world cannot give. Let
your Spirit of truth abide with us so that
we may live in hope, grow in faith, and
keep your commandments of love; in the
name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen
John 14:26-27 (NIV
translation)
26
But the Advocate, the Holy
Spirit, whom the Father will
send in my name, will teach
you all things and will remind
you of everything I have said
to you. 27 Peace I leave with
you; my peace I give you. I
do not give to you as the
world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled
and do not be afraid.
~~~~~

May
10th
we celebrate
our mothers

He is Risen! Happy Easter Penny.
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we still have so much snow it's depressing when
you're trying to be an Easter bunny. But of
course the upside is we have had beautiful
sunshine (40's is our high) weather and is melting
it as quickly as it could :)
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At Sunday School they were teaching how God
created everything, including human beings.
Little Johnny, a child in the kindergarten class,
seemed especially intent when they told him
how Eve was created out of one of Adam's
ribs.
Later in the week his mother noticed him
lying as though he were ill, and said. "Johnny
what is the matter?"
Little Johnny responded, "I have a pain in
my side. I think I'm going to have a wife."

May 31st
~~~~~

From our sister Church in
Yakutat, Alaska.
Penny

Enjoy!

we are a remote "rural village" but we have a
major airline (Alaska airlines) that flies 2X a day
in and out of here so even though we consider
ourselves remote, we are not. We got so much
influx of fisherman and "cannery" workers that
there was a ruckus when all this first started
because they came from Washington state and
the Philippines. the good thing is that the local
lodges were great about closing their businesses
and kept the outsiders out and away so no
strangers (even though a few got in) came.
the challenge we are facing at work while we are
trying to build a new clinic is all the contractors
come from elsewhere. No local contractor for
electrical, dry wall, plumbing, etc., etc., but oh
well, you can only do what you can.
Our schools closed right away and of course it
was right during Spring break so we didn't even
get a warning. now they are done for the rest of
this session. Hopefully Fall time will be different.
I hope your hubby is doing better during this
hunkering down time. I know I relished a bit as I
was needing to get a break from work. But as
usual, I couldn't relish too long as I ended up
giving my laptop up at work for another employee
to work and so now I have to go to work. :( I
don't have to, we are now ordered to be home
but since I have no other way and besides with
my daughter and her two sons living with us and
homeschooling, I go to work to get out of the
way. :)
State of Alaska has been quick to quarantine but
of course the big cities have them and we are
under 200 cases I think.
honestly I am not keeping track of it, there has
been a lot of anxious folks and it's those folks
that are watching the numbers. so I make a point
to keep busy elsewhere.
I would love to set up a craft room and craft away

but all that was trades for the grandsons to live
with us. 9 and 2 yr old. such treasures. I don't
know how other grandparents can live so far
away. when my daughter lived in Juneau we
traveled there a lot and even considered moving.
well, you two rest up and enjoy the quiet time.
Cathy

From

J o h n H ug he s ,
Chairman, Stewardship
Committee
So, is this what any of you
expected spring to be like this
this year? Yeah, me either,
but for now, sheltering at
home, only going out for
necessities and trolling the internet for toilet paper
has become the new normal. Normal for the church
has changed, too.
The members of the church have been forced to alter
our habits and we have had to find new and creative
ways to minister to our members and friends. For the
immediate future we have to get used to a whole new
way of doing things. However, some things haven’t
changed, and one of those things is the church’s
financial needs.

The following poem was written by Lois
Luginbuhl about our cross on the mountain. She
lived here for years and her son was in school
with the class of ‘61.
I’ve been gazing out my window
As the evening shadows fall:
My day was filled with many chores
I could not finish all
I wondered if it was worthwhile
The same old grind each day,
And plans for a vacation
Seemed very far away.
When suddenly the cross lit up
Resplendent in the pines
It seemed my cares all slipped away
As my eyes gazed on this shrine
It brought a message to my soul
To never doubt our God
And all the wondrous promises
If in his path we’ve trod
This wonderful reminder
Is there for all to see
In winter, summer, spring and fall
It shines for you and me.
It brings a benediction
To all who pause a while
And gives us strength to keep right on
And walk that extra mile.
This was submitted by Barbara Smeltzer
~~~~~

The monthly bills for heat, utilities, salaries and
maintenance haven’t paid much attention to the
Corona Virus and they just keep showing up at our
door. Unfortunately, without being at church every
week, we forget that the bills keep coming and our
tithes and offerings are forgotten, safely tucked in our
wallets or purses until the next time that we are all
together.
The Stewardship committee wants you to know that
there are alternatives to dropping your contributions
in the offering plate.
Now on our website,
smpresbyterian.org, there is a button on the home
page that you can click to make an on-line donation.
It's totally secure, so go take a look and give it a try.
Another alternative is bill pay through your bank. It’s
generally free to you and the church, and the check
will arrive at the church in a few days without you
having to leave your house. Of course, you could
also write that check yourself and drop it in the mail to
1100 College Ave.
It's not all bad news though. The Board of Pensions
has approved a waiver of our pension dues for three
months. This isn’t a postponement; they are letting
us off the hook for three months without any
reduction in retirement benefits for the pastor. This
will amount to over $4,800 in savings to the church
over the next three months and will be a huge boost
to our financial picture.
Yes, there’s a lot of change surrounding us, but try to
remember all the things that haven’t changed. The
love and warmth that we all feel for each other, the

needs of our congregation and community and the
beautiful building that we’ve been blessed with, which
will still be here long after COVID-19 is a footnote in
a history book. But that depends on each of us to
continue our support of the church and to be there
during this time of need.

~~~~~

PENTECOST
Joel 2:28-32
28

“And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all
people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy,
your old men will dream dreams, your young men
will see visions. 29 Even on my servants, both
men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those
days. 30 I will show wonders in the heavens and
on the earth, blood and fire and billows of smoke.
31
The sun will be turned to darkness and the
moon to blood before the coming of the great and
dreadful day of the LORD. 32 And everyone who
calls on the name of the LORD will be saved; for
on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there will be
deliverance, as the LORD has said, even among
the survivors whom the LORD calls.
On the Day of Pentecost we celebrate the
gift of the Holy Spirit descending in a mighty rush
of wind and flame to inspire the church’s
proclamation of Christ’s rising and to empower its
mission and ministry to the world. (See Acts
2:1-13; see also Joel 2:28-32.)
The notion of Easter as a season of 50
days ending at Pentecost is patterned after the
ancient Jewish festival of seven weeks that
extended from the beginning of the barley
harvest (on the second day after the beginning of
Passover) to the end of the wheat harvest at the
Festival of Weeks or Shavuot (see Deuteronomy
16:9-12). The Festival of Weeks later came to be
called Pentecost (“50th day”) by Greek speaking
Jews. In Jewish tradition, Shavuot also marks the
giving of the law to Moses at Sinai; this liturgical
link may inform Paul’s discussions of the law and
the Spirit (see Romans 8, 2 Corinthians 3 and
Galatians 3).
Pentecost is new creation
An excerpt from the Companion to the Book of
Common Worship (Geneva Press, 2003,

117-119):
According to the Day of Pentecost story in
Acts 2:1-13, God gave the gift of the Holy Spirit
to empower witnesses to the resurrection.
Sounds from heaven, cosmic
language, the rush of a mighty ruach
(wind, spirit, breath) invaded the
house in which the apostles
gathered, and appeared to them as a burning
fire. Tongues of fire touched their
nerve centers. A power — the
unseen power of God — moved
among them and gripped them. The
Holy Spirit is unseen, like the wind,
which is why the Old Testament calls it ruach
YHWH, “the wind, or breath, of God” (cf. John
3:8). The Spirit is the “unseenness of God”
working among us.
According to Joel (2:28-29) the ruach is to
open everybody to God’s future. People young
and old will dream and will have visions of hope;
they will be able to loose themselves from the
way things are now, because God is establishing
a whole new economy of creation. The Holy
Spirit breaks us out of our preoccupation with
ourselves and frees us to serve neighbors,
loosens our grasp on possessions, and sets us
to loving people. New creation is what Joel is
talking about. Pentecost is new creation.
The book of Acts tells the story of the
outcome of Pentecost’s new creation: people
witness in word and in deed to the risen Christ.
At the outset, the newborn
c h u r c h i mmedia t e l y
tumbled out into the
streets to witness to
God’s mighty works in the
languages of people all
over the world. By the end
of the story, a tiny,
Spirit-filled community of
faith that broke from its
present order has spread
across the continents with
incredible power to bring new things into being.
With the gift of the Spirit, all things are possible.
…
Therefore, on the Day of Pentecost, we
celebrate God’s gift of Holy Spirit which draws us
together as one people, helps us to comprehend
what God is doing in the world, and empowers us

to proclaim, in word and in deed, God’s plan of
reconciling all people in the name of Christ
(Ephesians 1:10).
Without the gift of the Spirit, Christ’s
church dries up and withers away, and we are
left with only our broken selves. With the gift of
the Spirit, all things are possible. A spirit-filled
community of faith opens eyes to needs in the
world and sees its missing as God’s new people.
The Day of Pentecost is the climax of the Great
Fifty Days of Easter, celebrating as it does the
gift of the Spirit to the body of Christ — the
church.
From the PCUSA website,
explaining Pentecost
~~~~~
~~~~~

Our Little Food
Pantry
We received a
grant of $500 from
Presbytery for our Little
Food Pantry.
The Presbytery provided $500 grants for
food banks and pantries within presbytery. AND
we received a matching $500 grant from
Whitworth University. Isn’t God good? One
thousand dollars to minister to our community!
Thanks to our indomitable Marge Gannon
for filling the pantry daily. We were also blessed
with some boxes of
donated food from some
folks who do not attend
our church.
Marge and Jane
will purchase items as
needed for keeping the
pantry filled, especially
during this time when the
congregation cannot
physically bring food for
the pantry.

Dear All,
It may be a bit "early"
but never too soon to start
thinking about our 2020
Bazaar.
This note is a
"call for HANDCRAFTED items"...... from Pam
and her committee for the CHRISTMAS &
CRAFTS NOOK. Pam would like us all to be
thinking about, and making our wonderful
"handcrafted" items for that area. Also it's not
too soon to be thinking on items for the Silent
Auction tables too. The RAFFLE committee
could also be looking ahead to what they'd like to
include this year. And all these things are more
heart-lifting to think about than "quarantine,
sickness, and lonesomeness"!!
We are missing each other and our church,
so this will get us kick-started as we look
AHEAD!
God bless everyone.
Penny
~~~~~

