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Pastor’s Corner
Paul’s first letter to the Thessalonians
begins with these words in 1 Thess.
1:2:
“We always thank God for all of you
and continually mention you in our
prayers. We remember before our God and Father
your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by
love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our
Lord Jesus Christ.”
I share these words with you, as you too deserve the
same praise the Thessalonians received in Paul’s
letter. In the middle of this pandemic, which has
changed our worship style, our commitments, our
daily routines and how we greet our friends and
neighbors...we too have continued to do our work to
which God called us. Your service to others has
continued of love. You have been patient. You have
endured Sunday mornings with worship services
devoid of singing, hugs, shared public prayer
requests, bulletins and coffee hour. We have all
suffered! We made and live all these changes out of
love for one anther, for our neighbors and
community. We have persevered and will continue to
do so. I know this because our faith and hope rests
in our Almighty God and Savior Jesus Christ. I thank
the Lord for each one of you and give God all the
praise and glory.
As we enter November, Session decided to slowly
return to a more familiar worship routine. Bulletins,
responsive readings, longer service and open seating
have returned. That said my hope and prayer is that
you will continue to distance yourselves as no masks
are required (encouraged but not required), and
continue to respect personal decisions about hugging
and handshakes. Hand sanitizer is still available.
Worship will still be live streamed through Zoom and

Facebook. At this time, we are not adding in either
singing or coffee hour. But every month Session
continues to review the limitations and we will again
at the November Session meeting.
Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial
because, having stood the test, that person will
receive the crown of life that the Lord has promised
to those who love him. James 1:12
God loves you and so do I!
Janet
~~~~~
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~~~~~

November 26th
Thanksgiving

The Knot Prayer
Please untie the knots that
are in my mind, my heart,
and my life.
Remove the have nots,
cannots, and the do nots.
Erase the will nots, may
nots, might nots that may
find a home in my heart.
Release me from the could nots and should nots
that obstruct my life.
And most of all, dear God, I ask that you remove
from my mind, my heart, and my life all of the “am
nots” that I have allowed to hold me back.
Especially the thought that I am not good enough.
Amen

~~~~~

Operation Christmas Child
Filling Operation Christmas Child boxes is fast
coming to a close. Please
take a jar to fill with change
to help send our boxes.
The jars are due back at
church by Nov. 8.
Ideas for filling the boxes
and other literature about
the program are on the cabinet in the narthex, next
to the jars. Let Jane know if you would like boxes
for fill at home. Any items you are donating may
be put in the box in the narthex. Our packing party
to fill the rest of our boxes will be Monday,
November 9 at 1 pm in the church basement. All
are welcome to come help.
~~~~~

May the stars carry your sadness
away, may the flowers fill your heart
with beauty, may hope forever wipe
away your tears, and above all, may
silence make you strong.
– Chief Dan George
~~~~~
The subject title "Bazaar 2020" could actually read,
"Bizarre 2020". Due to the pandemic and both local
and national upsurge of cases, our Bazaar
Committee for 2020 has
made the decision to
postpone our event. It is
just not worth the risk to
our church members or
our c om m unit y t o
potentially contribute to
it's spread.
The
planning was going well
and we will be ahead when we do host the Bazaar.
We are looking to hold it possibly be on July 17th,
2021. CHRISTMAS IN JULY could be our slogan!
We did decide to proceed
with one segment of our
fund-raiser as we can still
make the greenery door
sprays that are so popular.
We will take pre-sale orders
for these at $18.00 each.
They will be ready for pick-up
at the church on December
4th.
Please call Pam
Anderson at (208) 245-0743, or Jane Thornes at
(208) 245-2758. Our Facebook page is another
way to order, or by email compres@smgazette.com.
We will only be able to make a limited number of
sprays so please let us know asap. Orders need to
be in by November 15th.
The Committee is thankful for all the prayers and
support we have received during these trying days in
coming to this decision. Our Silent Auction, the
Sweet Shoppe, the Christmas Nook, the big Raffle,
the Country Kitchen lunch crews and everyone
involved is looking forward to hosting this event at the
later date. Your donations and offers of help are most
appreciated!

We will definitely miss the comradery and one-to one
sharing of our event this year. Please know our
prayers are for health and love for our town!!
In God's love,
Penny
Chairman, Bazaar Committee
~~~~~
Apparently, putting Alka Seltzers in my mouth while
getting baptized and pretending I am possessed by
the devil is not funny.

saints, known and unknown.
All Saints’ Day has a rather different focus in the
Reformed tradition. While we may give thanks for the
lives of particular luminaries of ages past, the
emphasis is on the ongoing sanctification of the
whole people of God. Rather than putting saints on
pedestals as holy people set apart in glory, we give
glory to God for the ordinary, holy lives of the
believers in this and every age. This is an appropriate
time to give thanks to members of the community of
faith who have died in the past year. We also pray
that we may be counted among the company of the
faithful in God’s eternal realm.

~~~~~
This church family is the most
wonderful group of people I
have ever met. We have
never felt so loved.
Thank you so much for all the
cards, meals and love you
have shown to Charlie and
me when I had the hip
replacement surgery and during my recovery. Thank
you doesn’t seem to be nearly enough.
Special thanks to Michael and Pam
Anderson for the use of their Rav4 so
Charlie didn’t have to try to hoist me
into our “big ol’ honkin’ truck.”
~~~~~

From PCUSA

In early Christian tradition, saints’ days began as a
way to mark the anniversary of a martyr’s death —
his or her “birthday” as a saint. By the middle of the
church’s first millennium, there were so many martyrs
(particularly due to the persecution of Diocletian) that
it was hard to give them all their due. All Saints’ Day
was established as an opportunity to honor all the

All Saints’ Day has been celebrated on November 1
since the year 835. Previously it had been connected
with the Easter season as a feast of all martyrs.
The Faithful of every generation
An excerpt from the Companion to the Book of Common Worship
(Geneva Press, 2003, 150-151)

All Saints’ Day is a time to rejoice in all who through
the ages have faithfully served the Lord. The day
reminds us that we are part of one continuing, living
communion of saints. It is a time to claim our kinship
with the “glorious company of apostles … the noble
fellowship of prophets … the white-robed army of
martyrs” (Te Deum). It is a time to express our
gratitude for all who in ages of darkness kept the
faith, for those who have take the gospel to the ends
of the earth, for prophetic voices who have called the
church to be faithful in life and service, for all who
have witnessed to God’s justice and peace in every
nation.
To rejoice with all the faithful of every generation
expands our awareness of a great company of
witnesses above and around us like a cloud
(Hebrews 12:1). It lifts us out of a preoccupation with
our own immediate situation and the
discouragements of the present. In the knowledge
that others have persevered, we are encouraged to
endure against all odds (Hebrews 12:1-2). Reminded
that God was with the faithful of the past, we are
reassured that God is with us today, moving us and
all creation toward God’s end in time. In this context,
it is appropriate for a congregation on All Saints’ Day

to commemorate the lives of those who died during
the previous year.

Once again on the ground, he called to Heaven,
"All right, just half of you this time!"
~~~~~

IMPORTANT DATES
Operation Christmas Child:
Nov. 8
Coin jars due
Nov. 9
Packing Party at
1:00pm
Nov.15
Blessing boxes
during worship.

November
th
29
~~~~~

Christmas Door Spray
$18.00
There will be a limited number and
they will go fast! Order through Jane
Thornes (208) 245-2758 or
Pam Anderson (208) 245-0743 by
November 15.

A Thanksgiving Day Prayer
Lord, so often times, as any other day
When we sit down to our meal and pray
We hurry along and make fast the blessing
Thanks, amen. Now please pass the dressing
We’re slaves to the olfactory overload
We must rush our prayer before the food gets cold
But Lord, I’d like to take a few minute more
To really give thanks to what I’m thankful for
For my family, my health, a nice soft bed
My friends, my freedom, a roof over my head

2 a.m
Sunday, November 1
OR
Saturday, October 31
before you go to bed.

The old time pastor was galloping down the road,
rushing to get to church on time. Suddenly his horse
stumbled and pitched him to the ground. In the dirt
with a broken leg, the pastor called out, "All you
saints in Heaven, help me get up on my horse!"
Then, with superhuman effort, he leaped onto the
horse's back and fell off the other side.

I’m thankful right now to be surrounded by those
Whose lives touch me more than they’ll ever possibly
know
Thankful Lord, that You’ve blessed me beyond
measure
Thankful that in my heart lives life’s greatest treasure
That You, dear Jesus, reside in that place
And I’m ever so grateful for Your unending grace
So please, heavenly Father, bless this food You’ve
provided
And bless each and every person invited
Amen!
-Scott Wesemann

